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BGS’s Professor Melanie Leng awarded MBE
Professor Melanie Leng, Chief Scientist for Environmental Change Adaptation and
Resilience at the British Geological Survey (BGS) was awarded an MBE in the Queen’s
Birthday Honours list 2019.
The Birthday Honours List recognises the outstanding achievements of people across the UK.
Professor Leng is one of just over 100 people to be awarded for their work in the science,
technology and health sectors this year.
In addition to her main role at BGS, Professor Leng is Director for the Centre for Environmental
Geochemistry, a collaboration between BGS and the University of Nottingham, which specialises
in research aimed at understanding environmental and climate change, human impact on the
environment, food security, and resource management.
She leads the Intercontinental Scientific Drilling Programme in the UK, is a Professor of Isotope
Geoscience at the University of Nottingham and has significant advisory and board experience,
including editorial responsibilities at six environmental and Earth science journals.
Professor Melanie Leng MBE said: “I am delighted to be awarded an MBE, which recognises my
work on behalf of the British Geological Survey and University of Nottingham.
“I have been fortunate in my career to collaborate with some fantastic scientists who have
worked with me on environmental issues such as understanding past environmental and climate
change from natural archives and understanding how conditions on Earth have and are
changing due to human impact on the environment.
“Over the last few years we have established the Centre for Environmental Geochemistry, a
collaboration between the British Geological Survey and University of Nottingham which is a
growing brand, recognised for research and teaching in the environmental sciences.”
Professor John Ludden, BGS Executive Director said: “Professor Melanie Leng is a highlyrespected member of BGS’s team and leads the UK National Environmental Isotope Facility
based out of BGS.
“We are extremely proud that her achievements and leadership in environmental science have
been recognised with an MBE.”
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The British Geological Survey
The British Geological Survey (BGS), a component body of the Natural Environment Research
Council (NERC), is the nation's principal supplier of objective, impartial and up-to-date

geological expertise and information for decision making for governmental, commercial and
individual users. The BGS maintains and develops the nation's understanding of its geology to
improve policy making, enhance national wealth and reduce risk. It also collaborates with the
national and international scientific community in carrying out research in strategic areas,
including energy and natural resources, our vulnerability to environmental change and hazards,
and our general knowledge of the Earth system. More about the BGS can be found at
www.bgs.ac.uk.
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